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   1 Industrial Waste Discharge Limits 
  into City’s Sewerage System 

SAN FRANCISCO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS ORDER NO. 158170 
INDUSTRIAL WASTE DISCHARGE LIMITS INTO CITY’S SEWERAGE SYSTEM 

 
A. This order is being adopted in compliance with the requirements of the Federal Clean Water Act, as 

amended, and attendant Environmental Protection Agency regulations.  Industrial waste discharge 
limits on wastewater discharges into the City's sewerage system have been proposed for adoption 
pursuant on this Order. 

 
B. Pursuant to Chapter X (Public Works Code) of Part II of the San Francisco Municipal Code, 

Article 4.1, the Director of Public Works hereby adopts the following provisions: 
 1. The characteristics of any 24 hour composite sample representative of a wastewater discharge 

generated over that period of time shall not exceed the following concentration-based 
numerical limits: 

  
Pollutant/Pollutant Parameter Limit (mg/l) 

  
Arsenic (As)  (as Total) 4.0 
Cadmium (Cd)  (as Total) 0.5 
Chromium (Cr) (as Total) 5.0 
Copper (Cu)  (as Total) 4.0 
Lead (Pb)  (as Total) 1.5 
Mercury (Hg)  (as Total) 0.05 
Nickel (Ni)  (as Total) 2.0 
Silver (Ag)  (as Total) 0.6 
Zinc (Zn)  (as Total) 7.0 
Phenol 23.0 
Cyanide (CN)  (as Total) 1.0 

 
 2. These numerical limits shall apply at the point of wastewater discharge into the sewerage 

system of the City and County of San Francisco with the proviso that no discharger shall 
increase the use of process water or, in any other way attempt to dilute a discharge as a partial 
or complete substitute for adequate wastewater management to achieve compliance with the 
requirements of this Order. 

 3. On an individual discharger basis, the Director of Public Works may consider inclusion of 
local limits greater than those specified in this Order provided that the two following 
conditions are met: 
a. The discharger's inability to meet concentration-based limits specified in this Order is 

caused solely by implementation of a significant water reclamation or water reuse 
program at the discharger facility, and 

b. The amended concentration-based limit does not result in an increase in the mass 
emission of that pollutant from the discharger facility. 

 4. In addition to any other provision of this Order, all dischargers must comply with all the 
requirements of Chapter X (Public Works Code) of Part II of the San Francisco Municipal 
Code, Article 4.1 (Industrial Waste Ordinance #19-92). 

 5. All of the pollutants/pollutant parameters specified above are defined in the Federal 
regulations at 40 CFR Part 136 (1991). 

 6. This Order rescinds City and County of San Francisco Department of Public Works Order No. 
104,407, adopted March 3, 1976. 

 7. The provisions of this Order are effective immediately.  
 




